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Every reader of Tin-; Ri-xoi*D will be interested to hear that

Dr. Rossiter has been called to the pastorate of the American

Church in Manila. No man better fitted for that arduous and

critical task could well be found, and we predict for Dr. Rossiter,

as we ardently hope for him, abundant fruit of his labors in our

island capital.

The General Secretary would like to place additional

emphasis on the suggestion made at the annual meeting, that

each Auxiliary should find one person ready to assume the

entire responsibility of receiving and forwarding the list of

Record subscriptions from her town. Lx:t the collector be one

both interested and energetic, and the result must be a surpris-

ing increase in the number of those who will be reached and

helped by the little magazine. Methodical work always tells.

Now is the time for the subscription secretary to begin securing

names, that the entire subscription list may reach the Bureau

by the first of the year.

It is with pleasure that we announce to our readers that the

Rev. Henri Merle d'Aubigne is to spend the coming winter in

this country, representing the McAll Mission. Arrangements

are being made for his visits to the various Auxiliaries. Most

of our readers know that M. Merle is the son of the celebrated

historian of the Reformation, J. H. Merle d'Aubigne ; that he has

long been in charge of our Gare d'lvry work in the Rue Nation-

ale, one of our largest and most flourishing stations, which car-

ries on a large variety of works. Mr. Greig writes of our

expected guest, "I am sure Merle will win all your hearts."

His brother, M. Charles Merle d'Aubigne, two years ago visited

this country in behalf of the French Protestant Societies, and
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carried back so good a report of the country and the people that

W. Henri Merle d'Aubignc writes of himself as greatly antici-

pating his visit here. At this writing the date of his arrival is

not fixed, but it is expected that he will remain until ]\lay, and

will be ])rcsent at the annual meeting of the Association.

The animal meeting of the ]\lissit)n was held in the L'hurch

iif the Oratoire, on Sundav evening, .April 26th. Last year

the meeting- was held in the afternoon, in the Salle Rivoli, but

this year it seemed well to return to the evening and to hold

it in the Church of the Oratoire. iM. Sautter presided and M.
Theodore Monod opened by reading the Scriptures and prayer.

The address of the President and the report of Mr. Greig were

followed with much interest, and the addresses by M. Tricot,

on the work of the Mission boats, and by M. Lenoir on the Mis-

sion Church at Crenelle, with the work carried on by the Church

at Javel, were much appreciated. Later in this number we give

gleanings from proof-sheets just received. The French report

will soon be published and the Lnglish one probably not very

long after it.

The Committee of Direction in Paris have sutfered a serious

loss in the resignation of Mr. Soltau, for many years Treasurer

of the Mission. As our readers know, Mrs. Soltau has long

been in extremely delicate health, and it is hoped that she will

be benefited by the removal to London which has now taken

place. The children of the family are growing up, and it seems

best that they should be educated in England. Mr. Soltau does

not leave the Mission, however, but will occupy the post of Rep-

resentative Secretary of the Mission in Great Britain. Mr.

Soltau's work as Treasurer has gained him a large circle of

friends. In addition to his ability as financial administrator,

especially in those dark times known to all Mission Treasurers,

when funds have been lacking and expenses going on, ^Ir. Sol-

tau has also very fine oratorical gifts. Of late years England

has not kept up to its former record of contributions to theMcAli

Mission, and it is believed that the labors of Mr. Soltau in the

British Islands will revive and stimulate interest in this impor-

tant work. The delightful relations now existing between the
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two countries make the present a peeuliarly happy time for this

new departure. We are not yet advised wlio will take up Mr.

Soltau's arduous work in Paris.

Prof. Jean Monnier, of the Paris Protestant Faculty of

Theolog'y, an active worker in our Mission and also a member

of the Committee of Direction, has been honored by the French

Government with the Cross of the I.e.ijjion of Honor.

It was never Dr. McVU's way to measure the importance

of the work by the number of persons brought to seek mem-
bership in Protestant churches, and it has not been the way of

his successors. Nevertheless, it is pleasant to know that a num-

ber of persons joined the cliureh at I'.aster.

At Xantes and St. Nazaire. Amiens, Nice and in several

churches in Paris, converts from the Mission were received.

It is particularly interesting to learn that the newly-formed

French church at Nice, of which we made mention last spring,

received into its communion a husband and wife who were

brought to the Lord through the work on La Bonne Kouvellc,

and who have been at Nice for their health.

At Amiens, M. Lockert has had the joy of seeing the first

fruits of his labors admitted as members of the church of Pastor

Bruce. They were three in number, and may be considered as

in a certain sense typical of the future hoped-for harvest, being

a lad of fourteen, a lady teacher and an old woman.

The eagerness of the French peasantry for the pure Gospel

shows itself in their readiness to undergo fatigue and privation

in order to hear it. We have already described the remarkable

revival in the Gers, and that in the little town of Madranges, a

revival which has continued now for more than three years.

Lately a village of 130 inhabitants sent out two delegates, w'ho

on foot made the journey of thirty-eight miles to Madranges,

to ask the pastor to come and preach in their village. He being-

absent, they walked eight miles further, in search of him. It

being impossible for him to go, he counseled them to address

themselves to the pastor at Brive. Continuing their journey,



4 The American McAll Record

they reached Brive at six in tlie morning, having walked more
than one hundred miles in two days and a night. Happily the

pastor of lirivc was ahle to comply with their request.

The Preshytcrial Council of Nantes are co-operating with

the Paris Committee in establishing a distinct work at St.

Nazaire, liitherto carried on with that of Nantes.

That hall of the Rue Royale, so well known to many of our

readers, where all the workers of the Mission have for many
years met on I'riday afternoons for prayer, followed by a fra-

ternal meal, has been given up, and measures have been taken

to find another hall in the neighborhood. It was indeed believed

that one had been found near by, in the Rue St. Honore, but

according to recent advices it has not been found practicable

to secure this hall, and search is still in progress.

The Editor would beg as a very great favor that the Sec-

retaries of those Auxiliaries which have formed Study Classes,

or have had a course of papers prepared and read by members,

or may in future do either, send to her, at the Bureau of the Asso-

ciation, a copy of the program of lectures or syllabus of study.

Such documents may be made widely useful in the Association,

and will be of permanent help in preparing that textbook for

the study of the McAll Mission which sooner or later ought to

be given to the Christian churches.

That important and difficult work in Corsica of which our

readers have heard much has been reinforced by the arrival

at Aullene of M. Costa. Himself a native of Corsica and form-

erly a priest there, M. Costa has special aptitudes for evangel-

izing his fellow countrymen. He was brought to a knowledge

of the Gospel in a remarkable way, and after being instructed by

Christians in England and in Switzerland, he became a pastor

and labored for eleven years with much blessing in the parish

of Soubran. The invitation of the committee to take up the

work at Aullene came to him as a call from God, and he has

gone there full of hope and courage. The committee hopes

shortly to send an evangelist to take up the work at Ajaccio

and Cutoli, left vacant by the departure of M. Guendon through

ill-health.
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GLEANINGS FROM THE FRENCH REPORT

To make two pages of news from one liundred and thirty

pages of proof is no easy task. Mappily the I'aris Reports will

shortly be in the hands of our readers, and the able report of (jur

Corresponding Secretary read last May at Hartford, and since

published in our Annual Report, gives a clear view of the con-

ditions under which the work of last year was carried on. The

first reading- of these proofs awakens a vivid impression that the

work is making excellent progress. Conditions are anything

but stagnant in our halls. The workers are tingling with

life, and those who attend the halls feel something oi its thrill.

Naturally, change in conditions is not in every respect

immediately to the advantage of the work, however certainly it

may work out good in the end. For example, the priestly oppo-

sition which has been gathering for several years past in certain

localities, begins to make itself seriously felt in some of our

Paris halls. It has always been the case that as the children

approached the age of from ten to twelve, the period of the

"first communion" in the Romish Church, many of them

dropped out of our Thursday and Sunday-schools, while they

"made their catechism," returning as soon as they had been

confirmed. Now, however, many of the priests seriously

oppose this method, and last March one church opened a sort

of play-club for the children who were candidates for confirm-

ation. All Thursday morning they are entertained with games

of various sorts in a large hall and pleasant garden next the

Catholic church. Then at a certain hour a door opens and they

are ushered into the church for their catechism. These advan-

tages and delights being forbidden to such children as attend

our halls, and no children who come to us being admitted to the

catechism, the number of our Sunday and Thursday scholars

in that part of Paris is considerably diminished. The children

openly lament the necessity of staying away. Some of them,

formally forbidden ever to return, are plunged in grief. "Since

they won't let us go in we shall listen -from the street," say

some of them. They are, however, not lost to our care. The

indefatigable Bible woman visits in their homes, and does her

part to make them true little followers of the Lord Jesus,

whose name they are soon to profess.



6 The .1 iiien\ a>i McAll Record

Otlii.T cliani^X's art.' full nf joy and hoix.'. A Iruc sense of

Christian fellowship is beini^' developed among the regular

attendants of our meetings, 'i'his was delightfully evidenecd

in Marseilles by a series of union "mothers' meetings" started

by their own initiative, the women of one hall inviting those of

another, till each grou]) has entertained all the others in turn.

This awakened sense of c hristian fellowship hnds expression in

(.)ur (Irenelle hall by an adaptation of the INlethodist "class"

system, by which the members become ac(|uainted with one

another and aid one another's religious life. (Irenelle is a

regidarly organized church, with a pastor. M. Lenoir, elders and

deacons, and with entire freedom as to the method of bai^tism.

It thus api)ears to combine the best featrnxs of the l'resl)v-

terian, I'aptist and Methodist churches. More than this, it is a

truly Missionary church, having taken up the station at Javel

put down by the Mission in the necessity for retrenchment.

To the joy of all the workers and of many attendants in the

halls, ]Mrs. ]\IcAll is once more living in I'aris, and assiduously

attending the meetings, sitting in her old place at the har-

monium.

Of the success of the Mission boats our readers have been

kei)t well informed. The Report brings the story no later than to

April, adding nothing to what has already been published here.

How man\- workers in the Lord's ]<"rench ^-ineyard—pas-

tors and evangelists and foreign missionaries, not to speak of

Bible women and Sunday-school teachers—owe their conversion

to the IMcAll Mission it would be impossible to say. I'hcy

will never l)e counted up on this side of the river of Death,

!)ut occasionally we find evidence that thev are many. Three

new workers in our own [Mission are of our own household

—

the young colporteur w ho started the interesting work described

in this number by Dr. Hastings Burroughs, M. Arnold Malan,

who has taken the work at Desvres made vacant by the trans-

ference of M. and Mmc de St. Mdal to Limoges, and M. Canet,

who has taken the work of Cognac le Froid, near Limoges.

Canet was converted in the Limoges station, and M. Malan

is a convert of the Mission at IMarseilles. He spent last winter

in Paris, working with '\\. Lenoir. W. ^lalan will shortly be

married to Mile Bcrner, who has been working for some time

at Crenelle as Bible reader.
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TRACT DISTRIBUTION IN FRANCE

W II.I.IAM SOI.TAU.

'J'llis Mission has from its very coinmcncciiicnt In'on a chan-

nel for the distribution of tracts to a very large extent, our

figures showing that tens of thousands are given awa)- yearly by

our workers. Last year (he total was 396,000. We obtain this

supply of tracts almost exclusively from the Religious Tract

Society of London, their most generous liel]) thus providing us

with so large a (luantity, for which help we would once again

assure them of our very grateful thanks. ]>ut w'C could use

still more, were they placed at our disposal, and it may be said

that nowhere is there a more favorable field than in France for

this method of bringing the Gospel to the people. All that is

given away is received willingly, and, we believe, read carefully.

We give a few facts to show what lasting results are thus

obtained trom the tract work.

"I gave a tract to a woman who has children grown up and

not converted. The tract was entitled 'Repent or Perish.' A
few months later this good woman said, 'Ah, Monsieur, that

tract you gave me has quite changed me. I prayed much and

I wept much, for myself and for my children. 1 made one of

them read it, and they will all do so in turn, but I cannot part

with it. I have now more hope, and believe that my children

will be saved and myself also ; but we need to become more

trul}' pious, by the grace of God. I want } ou to get some more

of these tracts." I did so, and I trust that the whole family is

being blessed.'"

"A Catholic lady, who is confined to her room through ill-

ness, is visited by a friend, and it was thus that she expressed

herself lately: 'I enjoy reading the New Testament, and it

does me much good, but the tracts that I receive are mv con-

solation, for they help mc to understand what is the love of God
to me. When I have read them I lend them to my neighbors,

who often ask me for others, that they may lend and give them

to their friends. Two of these have bought New Testaments,

which they read, and T trust that they will also be brought to

Christ.""

One of our friends was conversing with a free-thinker, who
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said, "When one dies, all is ended." After further conversa-

tion, our friend handed him a tract entitled "If a man die, shall

he live again ?" but he only exclaimed, "Yes, yes, all very well,

but when one is dead there is the end of everything." Some
weeks later, our friend found out the free-thinker and asked

him if he had read the tract. After a moment's hesitation, he

answered, "I must confess that the reading of your tract has

made me modify my way of speaking. It may well be that my
spirit will live after the body is dead. Your little tract, which I

shall carefully keep by me, has awakened something within me
which seems to have been long slumbering." Since then, this

man has been listening to the Gospel with much attention.

Some time since, a little girl of ten years of age, desiring to

do something to help in the work of the Lord, began to give

away tracts in the streets of a town in the Pas de Calais, where

there is a Gospel meeting, to which she used to invite the

passers-by. A gentleman who was given one of her tracts was

much interested by it, and began to attend the meetings, as he

had promised the child to do. He was deeply impressed by what

he heard, and yielded himself to the Saviour, and was received

as a member of the little iMission church in the town.

"I was asked to conduct the funeral service of a person who

had died in the village of W., near to Boulogne-sur-Mer," says

M. Migault, "and at the close of the service I stood at the gates

of the cemetery and gave away a good many tracts. The fol-

lowing week, I suggested to the colporteur of the B. and F. B.

Society to visit that village, where I felt that an impression had

been produced, and he did so, being rewarded by selling no

less than seventy-one portions of the Scriptures."

"The other evening I overheard a conversation in our hall

which interested me," says M. Diirrleman, of Rochefort. "A
man and woman were talking together, and the man said that

his' wife was ill in the hospital, while the woman had a son laid

up in the Military Hospital. The man had taken his wife some

tracts to read, which she passed to others in the ward, but the

sister of charity in charge was very angry with her for doing so.

The mother of the young soldier had also taken tracts to her

sick son, but there the sister of charity used to like to hear them

read aloud, and asked for a copy of the New Testament to

read."



Tract Disttihiition in Fniiuc

There is an uld man in \.., in the J Ionic for tlie Aged, who
was formerly a hlaspheming atheist, bnt now he is an humble

Qiristian. He is paralyzed, and can hardly get about. His

great joy is to induce the two other old men who share his room

to read with him the tracts and books that are given him, and

they discuss together what they read. The result is that the

two others now begin to recall the souvenirs of old days, when

they lived in a part of the country where there were many
Protestants, and where they used to hear about the Gospel.

Their great delight is to get a fresh provision of tracts given to

them.

"I have two ways of getting tracts distributed outside the

town," says M. J., of C. "Four or five times a year I receive the

visit of an old soldier, now a cripple, a good old man, who
tramps about the country. I have known him for years, and he

gets his living by singing in the villages and hamlets. When the

people are gathered around him, he gives round his tracts, and

thus can dispose of a good number."

"Another of my friends is a traveling peddler, who goes

all around the neighborhood, and he likewise disposes of a

quantity of tracts among his clients. He is a converted Catholic

and can thus give a good testimony to the power of the Gospel."

"Another distributer is i costermonger, who works chiefly

in and around the town, and who also gives away many. In my
numberless bicycle rides I distribute a good number of tracts

month by month, and they are always received with pleasure."

"A Christian young man, who gains his living by working

on the quays at Marseilles, asks me each week for a supply of

tracts, which he makes use of with much discretion. He gen-

erally gives them after having conversed with the person, and':

tries to follow up his work by getting hold again and again of
the ones he has spotted. He has been the means of inducing

many to come to the meetings in our hall on the quay, and while^

doubtless, there are only too many with the thorny ground, we-

believe that some do receive the Word, and that it abides witlv

them."

"An old blind man often asks me for tracts, which he gets:

read to him. On sunny days, he spends several hours with

other old men on the public promenade, and there he gets his.
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tracts read, and tluy talk over what tlicv hear. "It does one

good,' lie says. '( )ne can talk of something- worth hearing- abotit

after reading- the tracts. It puts some sunshine into the heart;

hut at our time of life it is rare that one changes his way of

thinking.'
"

"Give me some more tracts, Monsieur, I give them away in

the workroom, and T want especially 'La Grande Miscrc' and

'Lc Sang dc Christ.' Those are the two tracts that so stirred me
up." "And have any others in your workroom been also stirred

up?" I asked. "Some say, it's all stuff; but others weep when
they hear them read, and ask if it is really true." "And of course

y ou can say that it is ? Now, here is a book for you," giving her

a "marked" Testament, "and I will give you one for each person

that wants to have it. Read them these verses," turning to John

iii, i6, and so on. Some days after she came back, saying that

all wanted to have a Testament. "Ah, it is so beautiful and so

good, Monsieur."

"The 'marked' Testaments," says de Grenier, "are of

the greatest help, and we use them largely. Lately, a working-

maa who had received one, came back sonie days later, saying

he wished to pay for it, as it was well worth ten sous."

"Mme G. and her husband are now most regular attendants

at the meetings in Passage Legendre," says M. Morel. "They

were drawn to us by reading the tracts given to their children,

and now they carry on a systematic distribution of tracts week
1)\- week. The fifty-two families living in the cite that they

inhabit have each been receiving them, and several of them are

coming to our meetings as a consequence. Now our friends are

going to the houses around them."

Mme J., an old woman, has organized a kind of circulating

library of tracts, which she lends around, with excellent results.

]\Ime T. looks after the tradespeople who cannot get out to

meetings, and she goes around every Thursday to a number of

shops with her tracts.

Mme C. is blind, and she was brought to Christ in the old

hall of the Rue Championnet. Each week she gives to her

brother, who is foreman in a large factory, a provision of tracts,

which are eagerly expected and read bv the workmen in their

<1inner hour, and then taken home.
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We need hardly say what a splendid field of work for dis-

tributing Gospels and tracts is afforded us by the two Mission

boats. They are j;iven away in thousands, and thus whole

villages and hamlets are well sown with them, as they fall into

the hands of those who would not else, for the most part, have

heard the Gospel message. The tracts are carefully read and

are kept, and lent about, forming thus a little library for these

cottage folk, being the only form of Christian literature that

they possess.

On the old boat, Lc Bon Mcssager, about 30,000 tracts have

been given away annually, and since the launching of La Bonne

Nouvellc, April, 1902, we have made very large distributions

from there, as many as 6000 being given away in one month.

The Religious Tract Society of London gave us a special grant

of ten pounds with which to start the work on the new boat, and

this, with a gift of five pounds from a kind friend at Harrogate,

enabled us to stock the boat well.

—

Paris Quarterly.

FRENCH CATHOLICS AND THE BIBLE

The reaction in favor of the Bible is felt in the more enlight-

ened ranks of the Roman Catholic Church in France. Bishop

Pechenard, in a recent number of the Bulletin of Committees of

the National Union and Circles for Social Study, consecrates a

long and important article to the subject of Bible study, point-

ing out that as a text-book for social study there is nothing to

equal the Gospels, and that the reason why leaders in social

thought so seldom appeal to it is that they never read it. "This,"'

he says, "is one of the most saddening phenomena of our Chris-

tian and especially of our Catholic society, the neglect of the

Sacred Books." He pointed out that in this respect Christians

are singular ; that Jews, Mussulmans and all other peoples who
have a book religion not only read assiduously but learn their

sacred books by heart, and he urged upon "the intellectuals" as

well as the common people the reading of the Bible. A recent

number of L'Univers, a Catholic journal, reviewing Father

Rambert's book on the "Young Men of the New Testament,"

strongly urges the reading of the Gospels and also of the Acts,

saying that "it is a shame for Catholics not to know this neces-
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sary complement of the Gospels, this living history of the esta'o-

Hshment of the Church, dictated by the Holy Spirit," and add-

ing that it was from the daily reading and meditation of the

Bible that the early Christians drew the power to brave perse-

cution and die heroically in the midst of torture.

Not long ago the Abbe Dabry, editor of L'Eglise Militante,

wrote of the "colossal crime" of adoring God and yet holding

his word in suspicion as unsafe for the common people. He even

went so far as to say that not freemasonry—that horror of the

Church of Rome—nor liberalism, nor anything else that can be

named is as injurious to the Church as "this abomination,"

ignorance of the Uible. fostered by the Church, which hides and

forbids it. In this connection it should be remembered, how-

ever, that the A])l)e Dabry, who is as gifted as he is fearless, is

not in favor in ecclesiastical circles. The ex-Abbe Corneloup

(leader of the Converted Priest movement, which is distinct

from" the larger and more imi)ortant Priest movement, led

by the ex-Abbe P)Ourrier), commenting on this article tells of a

priest of his own acciuaintancc who told him that he had not

read all the books of the Old Testament nor even of the New,
that he was unacquainted with several of St. Paul's Epistles and

with the Apocalypse and that iie knew "many a priest" who
had never read a single gospel through. This, we may be cer-

tain, though true of "many a priest," is by no means true of the

best minds in the French priesthood. Yet possibly M. Corne-

loup's question, "Is there a Catholic Biblical Theology?" is not

unjust. Whatever may be the actual condition of things it is

certain that there is an important movement of mind toward

giving the Bible to the French laity. We say "important" advis-

edly, and not "general." All these writers whom we have quoted

belong to the advanced or "new Catholic" school, which is

greatly distrusted by the larger conservative body. Neverthe-

less they are men of great and growing influence.

—

Christian

Work and the Evangelist.

The Paris Board has published a series of new booklets

uniform with the series of twelve with which we are acquainted.

They are numbered 13 to 20, but three of them are meant to

take the places of Nos. 6, 7 and 11 of the series, being new

treatment of the same subjects.
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AN INTERESTING VILLAGE

UY DR. HASTINGS BURROUGHS.

The department the Haute Loire is one of the most pic-

turesque departments of France, and in man)- places it might

rival Switzerland. Not being situated in the track of the ordi-

nary tourist its beauties are ignored, yet it would well repay a

visit. Being very mountainous, the air is of great pureness and

very bracing, and for that reason sanatorias have been built

in several parts of the country, while whole families, not only

from the neighboring departments but from long distances, pass

the summer months on its breezy plateaus. Besides the natural

scenery the department possesses many towns of historical

interest.

The population of the Haute Loire is very old style, pre-

serving manners and customs unknown in many other depart-

ments. Almost entire Catholic, the people are very backward

and fanatic, but there are bright spots where the Gospel has

been known and lived for many years. In and around Tence,

for instance, is a population entirely Protestant, where good

work is being done by truly evangelistic pastors. However,

the subject of this article is not anywhere near this favored

spot, for the village of Malataverne is situated in the midst of a

district where a Protestant has rarely been seen. Its history is

interesting

:

Some fifteen years ago, the inhabitants built a church at

their own expense, and when it was ready, they sent a delegation

to the bishop to ask him to send them a cure, feeling assured

that his lordship would have complimented them on their zeal

and their self-denial. But to their chagrin and astonishment

Monseigneur refused to listen to them, saying that the neigh-

boring parish was near enough to them for all purposes ; he

would give them no cure. Not being able to discuss the ques-

tion further with the bishop they decided on appealing to Lyons,

but the archbishop gave no more satisfaction than his subordi-

nate. Resenting the treatment, the village locked the church and

decided to live without any religion, employing the cure of the

adjoining parish only for the great events of life, baptisms,

marriages, etc.
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Matters had continued this way until March last, when one
of our colporteurs, a young man converted in our Mission, paid

a visit to the village in the course of his journey through that

section of the country. Being well received by the people, who
bought several New Testaments, he decided to remain over

night, and when evening set in he called a meeting of the vil-

lage, and within half an hour the room of the inn was filled.

Our friend read a portion of the Gospel and told them of

his own conversion. When he had finished the people implored

him to come again and bring others with him, for they had been

living like dogs for years, but they would have no more to do

with the Roman Catholic religion. He promised to return in a

fortnight, but they said that was too long to wait, and finally

he consented to be with them on the following Sunday.

Greatly impressed, he came back to St. Etienne and told the

whole story. Looking on the matter as a call from God we
decided to respond immediately, and two having of¥ered to

accompany the colporteur on the day mentioned, prayers were

sent up to the Throne of Grace for their success.

When they arrived they found dinner waiting for them,

after which they were led to a large barn, where they found

about four hundred people assembled. As each of our friends

spoke in turn the attention went on increasing, and when the

meeting was over every one wanted to shake hands with them,

so much did they appreciate what they heard. A collection

was made spontaneously to defray the expenses, and the three

friends were invited to return on the following Sunday. It was

thus that the Word of God began to be heard in that part of

the country. On my return from England I went up there

on two successive Sundays, and each time the reception met with

was most encburaging.

Not being able as yet to give us the church, the people

leased the barn for a year, and placed benches in it, very sum-

mary ones, it is true, but sufficient for the present.

What was not the least remarkable in this movement was

the predominance of men in the meeting
;
hardy peasants, who

seem to mean what they say and do.

For the last month, through the influence of M. Dardier

and Pastor Coste, a colporteur evangelist, an excellent young
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man, has Ijocn stationed in the villagfc to visit among the people

and hold the Snnday services, with frequent help from the Free

Chureh at St. Etienne.

I'p to the present the work is doing well, some real and

sincere conversions have taken place, and we pray constantly

that the Lord w'ill continue to bless and prosper this remarkable

movement. \\'e do not, however, shut our eyes to the fact that

here, as everywhere, the four kinds of ground are represented,

nor that persecution must follow by and by, when many will

be tried. All that is written, but God will sustain His own.

Curious to say that this village, which was utterly unknown

outside its own radius, suddenly jumped into prominence

through the public press. Paris papers announced at the very

outset the ''Conversion of a Whole Village," and other papers

copied, so that in a short time the news spread all over, and

even across the border into Italy and right to Rome, for I read

a glowing account of the movement in a paper published in the

Internal City!

—

Paris Quarterly.

A MEMBER OF SALLE RIVOLI

''The happiest woman in the world," she calls herself. She

is eighty years old and lives in an attic in one of the quaint

alleys of old Paris. She earns seven cents a day making tickets

for the shops and has a pension amounting to the same sum.

For eight years she has attended the Sunday afternoon meeting

and adult Bible class and I\lme Le Gay's meeting. She cannot

go out at night.

She paid ^Mr. Rrown the compliment of understanding all

he teaches, and confessed her childlike faith in "Jesus, who
died for me." Mr. Prown asked her if she had severed herself

from the Catholic church. "Xo," she answered; "I sometimes

go to ^lass. but I always go to you."

Mr. linnvn told a lady about this happiest woman in the

world, whose whole income is fourteen cents a day. She offered

to send her sheets for her bed, a dress or boots. But this

attempt to increase her joy was met with "thank God, I want
for nothing. Give them to some one poorer than I."
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SUNDAY REST IN FRANCE
Tlie bill for Sunday rest, which was introduced into the

French Parliament in March, 1902, passed the Chamber of

Deputies, but not the Senate. It is now proposed by friends of

the movement to begin again by the presentation of a new bill

in the autumn. The cause, however, does not wholly depend

upon the passage of this bill. Public opinion is in many places

awake.

For twelve years past the Syndicate of Nice have been

active in the endeavor to secure the closing of stores on Sun-

day, and have been so far successful that a large proportion of

the more important stores are now closed on that day. A num-
ber of firms, however, have held out against the movement, and

on a certain Sunday last May a public demonstration was made
by some five hundred salesmen in front of the open stores. The
Police Commissioner intervened, but not, as might have been

Expected, to disperse the manifestants, but to persuade the

heads of the firms to close their stores, in which effort he suc-

ceeded. The hairdressers, bakers and butchers of Nice are now
moving for Sunday closing after 12 o'clock noon.

Again, we learn that the newspaper publishers of Mar-

seilles, that ancient city of France, dating frcMii six hundred

years before the Christian era, have taken a place in the van of

progress by agreeing to publish no Sunday papers. They have

gone even farther, including Whitmonday in the iist of holidays.

Thus last May. the city was for two days without a newspaper,

except such as were sent from Paris. Experiment proved that

neither publishers nor citizens were the worse, and the practice

will be continued, a striking object lesson for the rest of the

civilized world. It is perhaps unnecessary to state that the

motive of the publishers is not religious but social, the needs of

their employees. Whitmonday is a great festival in the south

of France, and these employers evidently deem that those whom
they employ will be the more efficient servants for .sharing in the

merry-makings of their fellow-citizens.

In this connection it may be interesting to note that the

statue of Jules Simon, first President of .the "Popular League

for Sunday Rest in France"—and also Minister, Senator, pro-

fessor, president of many religious societies, an eloquent and
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active advocate of the rights of cliildren, women and laboring

folk—was reccntl}' unveiled in the I Mace <le la Madeleine, Paris,

opposite the house in which he had lived nearly fifty years. The

President of the Senate, M. Fallieres, made the commemora-

tive address. In the course of his remarks he pointed particular

attention to one stone in the pediment bearing the date Decem-

ber 9, 1851. It was the eve of the historic plebiscite, the whole

city was in a ferment. Jules Simon, lecturing before his class in

the Sorbonne, said, "Gentlemen, I am professor of morals here.

The law is about to be publicly violated by those sworn to

defend it. * * * Let me tell you that if there is only one

opposing ballot in the urns, that ballot will be mine." An utter-

ance of M. Fallieres attracted much notice. "Simon's spirit,"

he said, "shook of? the dominion of the senses, and from his

metaphysics emerged the conviction which nothing in his later

life could shake, that man possessed an immortal soul which

in itself is an attestation of the existence of God." The special

interest attached by French people to this remark is not its

truth as regards Jules Simon, but that it is the first time in a

long period that a member of the government, speaking in an

ofiRcial capacity, has uttered the name of God.

HERE AND THERE

In Amiens the children who never come to our hall have

picked up the hymns, and one can hear them almost anywhere

singing them in the street.

The French are thorough propagandists. A milkwoman

said that she had spoken of the Saviour and the salvation of

their souls to every one of her customers except one.

Mile Crespin, the Bible woman at Salle Rivoli, writes

:

"The neighborhood meetings do much good. Lately we had

one in the rooms of an old woman, a regular attendant at the

hall ; there were fifteen women present, and several of them

prayed."

A young man (a Jew) said: "It is singular how my
temper has improved since I came to these meetings. I like

much to hear these pastors."
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A PARIS NEWSBOY

LOUISE SEYMOUR HOUGHTON.

This is what a Cliristnias tree did for an abandoned child

in Paris—a Christmas tree and a Protestant pastor—for the

two worked together for the salvation of a poor little waif.

The story is a true one, and the pastor t(>Id it in a French news-

paper only a few weeks ago.

It was in the late hours of a winter afternoon, and around

one of the great railway stations the newsboys were crying

their papers. They called out the names only, for in Paris it is

forbidden to cry the contents of a newspaper, however startling

they may be.

The boys were ragged, and man}- of them looked half

starved, but as the pastor stood on the steps, watching them»

he noticed one especially ragged and hungry looking boy with

pale face and large sunken eyes. Though he was so forlorn of

appearance, the boy was apparently full of gaiety and good

nature, which sometimes bubbled over into shouts of laughter.

He was smaller than most of the boys, but his voice was that of

a man as he cried his papers, or exchanged witticisms with his

fellow-newsboys.

The pastor watched them all a few moments, then

descended the steps and beckoned this boy to bring hini a

paper. As the little fellow came running the pastor noticed

that, though the day was bitterly cold, he appeared to have on

no garment beneath his ragged jacket.

As the pastor paid for his paper, he said :

"Why, my boy, you have no shirt on !"

"What's a shirt?" asked the boy, half defiantly.

"Doesn't your mamma make you wear them ?" asked the

pastor.

"What's a mamma?" asked the boy, and this time there

was a shade of sadness in his voice.

"Have you no mamma?"
"No!"

"

"And no papa ?"

"I don't know what you mean," replied the boy.
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"And 3 0U have never Iiad a papa nor a mamma ?"

"Never
!"

"Who brought you up?"

"I don't know."

"Where do you Hvc?"

"I don't know."

"How okl are you?"

"I don't know."

"What is your name?"

"George."

"And your other name?"

"I don't know. Everybody calls mc George. My name's

George. That's all I know about it."

"But how do you live?"

"I sell papers. They give me fifty for fifteen cents. If I

sell them all, that's a good day's work; it makes fifty cents.

Only I can't always sell them all."

"But, my poor child, left to yourself as you are, you'll get

into bad company and do something wrong some day, I am
afraid."

The boy held up his head proudly.

"I have always been honest, sir, and I always shall be."

Touched to the heart by such a reply from a boy whose

ignorance on every other subject was so dense, the good pastor

determined to do his part to help the boy to remain honest. The
first duty seemed to be to get him a couple of warm shirts. A
store was at hand, and the shirts were bought and given to

George. He looked them over with delight, evidently tempered

by perplexity. At last he looked up with an air of entreaty, and

asked

:

"How shall I put them on?"

"Take them home and put one on," said the pastor.

"Home ? What's that ?" asked George.

"The place where you sleep," replied the pastor, and as

the boy looked perplexed, he asked :

"Where do you sleep?"

"Sometimes at the night lodging house, and sometimes

under a bridge ; sometimes I sleep in the vestibule of the rail-

way station."
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"But, my poor child, if you do that way, some time the

police will take you up."

"The police ! But I never do anything wrong, sir."

"No, but the police don't let folks roam around at night

when they have no home. They arrest them and take them to

prison. I don't say that that's right, but it is the way things

are. See here! let me give you my card. If ever you are

arrested, write at once to me."

"I don't know how to write," objected George.

"Well, when you are arrested you tell them to write to me,

and I'll come and get you out."

The boy bounded away happy hearted with his papers and

his shirts ; but the pastor walked home, sad of heart and

thoughtful.

Every day as the pastor walked past the station on his daily

duties he saw George, always alert, active, full of fun. But

after a few months he was called out of town for a few weeks,

and when he came back there was no George at the station.

But a few weeks later he appeared again, and told his friend

that there were so many newsboys around the station he had

determined to seek his fortune selling papers on the grand boule-

vards. But this venture had proved unsuccessful, and he had

come back to his old place.

Then, with a mysterious air, he added

:

"Mister, are you a Protestant ?"

"Yes ; what put that into your head ?"

"I showed your card to a gentleman, and he told me that

you were a Protestant priest."

"Are you sorry that I am a Protestant ?"

"Oh, no ! I love the Protestants. They are good—Pro-

testants are. I went last December to a Protestant Christmas

tree. I saw a great many children and grown people going in,

and I thought perhaps I might get something, too. And I did.

They gave me an orange and a picture, and a gentleman said

that J.esus loved children, all sorts of children, those that were

ragged as well as the others, that he was their friend, their

Saviour. I tell you, I was glad to hear that
!"

"Well, dear boy, say it over often to yourself : 'J^sus is my
friend, Jesus loves me, Jesus is my Saviour.' Make sure of that,
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and you will know more than many wise men, and you will have

something that some of the richest people have not."

The good pastor stopped, for he saw that the boy did not

understand him. Though he had a bright mind, George could

not follow his friend into this distant region of thought. Besides,

he was so very ignorant, there were so many words which

meant nothing to him ; he had been too poor and too often in

want to think much about anything but his bodily needs. Espe-

cially uncertain was his memory. His kind friend had often

sought to recall the boy's past, but it was almost impossible.

In the effort to ascertain George's age he had asked him if he

remembered this thing or that ; the time when the Russian sailors

were in Paris, the time when President Carnot was killed. He
did remember the assassination of the President, and by various

tokens the pastor came to the conclusion that though George

was so small, and in many ways so childish, he could hardly

be less than sixteen years old.

Brave as he was, and uncomplaining, George's small body

was very frail, and not long after he had seen the Christmas tree

and heard about Jesus he took a serious cold, which soon devel-

oped into pneumonia. One day a newsboy came to the pastor's

house to tell him that George had fallen in the street, and had

been taken to a hospital in a dying condition.

The pastor hastened to his bedside, but the boy did not

know him. Suddenly, however, as he fixed his great black eyes

upon his friend, a veil seemed to be lifted from them, and they

lighted up with great joy. He was very glad to see his friend

;

and yet he was afraid—afraid.

"Don't be afraid," said the pastor, tenderly. ''You are

going to Jesus, to Jesus, you know, who-is the friend of children

like you. You will live with Him in a beautiful home—you

won't wander any longer in the streets. And besides Jesus there

will be other friends there who will love you."

"Will there be a great many Protestants ?" asked the boy.

They were his last words. Before long the imprisoned

spirit took its flight. The pastor stooped and pressed his lips

upon the boy's forehead. Perhaps it was the first kiss the poor

waif had ever received—this kiss of a father, a brother, a pastor,

a Protestant.

1



22 The American MeAN Record

And as he stood beside the open grave next day in the bury-

ing-gronnd of the poor, the pastor thought

:

"Oh, that every Christmas tree that blooms with Hght next

winter may cause the name of Jesus to shine before the eyes of

some poor wandering child of God ! And why not ?—if all

those who speak of Jesus speak with the same simplicity and

love as that one spoke who brought the knowledge of Jesus to

dear little George!"

—

Advocate and Guardian.

MRS. SOLTAU'S BIBLE SEARCHING COMPETITION

Our readers know that Mrs. Soltau has for several years

been a great sufferer. Notwithstanding this, she has year after

year organized and carried through a sale for the benefit of the

AJission, thus bringing an important amount of money into

the Mission exchequer. Not satisfied, however, with this valu-

able service, she still looked around, as she says, to see if she

could not undertake "some little work for the Mission," unable,

as she was, to do anything outside of the house. Those of us

who see the little Mission monthly, Le Bon Messager, know
that this search for a new sphere of usefulness resulted in her

starting a "Bible Searching Competition" in the pages of that

paper. In a recent number of the Paris Quarterly she tells the

story of the work since August, 1899.

"At first," she says, "the encouragement was small. The

first month brought only two answers, the second only one, so

that M. Biau, the editor, seemed inclined to think that it was

not worth while to continue the experiment. Still, I asked

permission to try for a longer time, and little by little the

answers began to come in. In January, 1900, we opened with

five or six searchers; in January, 1901, we had reached the

number of sixteen, and in January, 1902, nineteen. This year

Ave began with twenty-one. Those who start off the first are

not always those who end with being the first
;
many stop on the

Avay, and others take their places. It is thus that we have had

in all fifty-five different names entered on our lists these three

years. There is always an average of ten or twelve who hold

faithfully to the work all the year round.

"We have had some competitors advanced in years, others
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"of a certain age' and otlicrs younger, and also lads and girls.

We have two scries of questions, No. 1 being somewhat easier

than No. 2. Many have written to us to say how very useful

these IJible questions have been to them, and liow much better

they know their Dible and love it also, as the result of taking

part in the competition.

"Among the new recruits of last year, \vc have no less than

eight from our station at St. Yrieix, in the Haute \'iennc. Two
of them arc plasterers, one a mason, and one is in the Roman
Catholic school kept b}' the priests. INI. Corby, our evangelist

(an ex-priest j, wrote to us lately as follows : 'I am happy, very

happy, that our young people take part in answering these Bible

questions. I was looking for some way of inducing them to

read the Bible, and I sought in vain. Your request opened my
eyes. Thank you most heartily for the good that is being

effected here by your working thus with and for us.'

"One of the young plasterers, who has left St. Yrieix for

a time to work in a district where there is no Mission hall to

be found, writes to us, T shall be most thankful, Madame, if you

Avill write me another letter. It will afford much joy and hap-

piness to a young man who, far from the Mission hall at St.

Yrieix, desires to live after the example of the Lord Jesus.'

"The mason, in answering the question, 'Write an account

of the life of the Apostle Peter from Avhat we read in the

Gospels and Book of Acts,' sent in last month a remarkable

answer, covering three pages of 8vo, in which nothing had been

left out, and which showed how thoroughly the lad had studied

the New Testament to be able to give so good and exhaustive an

account of the apostle's life and work.

"Is not this encouraging and stimulating? I ask your

prayers, dear readers of the Quarterly Record, for these young

people, who are thus learning to love and to vtnderstand the

AVord of God, that this Word may lead them, each one, to a

personal knowledge of the Lord as their Saviour."

Thus far Mrs. Soltau. The same number of the Quarterly

contains the paper on "The Life and Work of the Apostle

Peter," written by this mason lad of seventeen. It would do

credit to any boy of that age trained from infancy in an

American Sundav-school.
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BOAT INCIDENTS

Al. Cerisier, a pastor of Paris, writes in Le Protestant Bcar-

nais: 1 know what I am talking about, for I have given a

series of addresses on the Bonne Noiivelle; at Nargis, Nanteuil,

Saacy, Nemours, Cepoy, Montargis, Souppes, etc., everywhere

was the same eagerness to hear. Every evening, this winter

season (January), it did one's heart good to see one hundred,

one hundred and twenty, one hundred and thirty persons,

crowded into the floating hall, all or nearly all Catholics, listen-

ing with a devout seriousness, and an attention that we don't

always find even in our temples. And the last evening before

the departure of the boat, at Cepoy, for example, it was a sight

worth seeing. Ten or twelve wagons came from three or four

kilometers distance crowded with friends who made a point of

bidding us good-bye. And it warmed the heart to hear these

good country folk saying, "I just couldn't help it ; when meeting

time comes I can't stay at home. I haven't milked the cows.

I haven't had supper ; no matter, I had to come," and they did

come.

The parish priest at Reuill advised the children to go to the

boat, and an old priest in another place put his catechism class

an hour earlier that the children might go to the children's serv-

ice on the Bonne Nouvelle.

A WARNING TO PILGRIMS

The colporteurs of the Bible Society in France naturally

go where people may be foimd in large numbers. The expe-

rience of the last three Paris Expositions has taught them how
gladly, as a general thing, "the common people" accept the

opportunity of providing themselves with a copy of a New
Testament if they cannot af¥ord a whole Bible. It appears that

certain colporteurs carry their wares to that place of Roman
Catholic devotion, Lourdes, where the Joiinwl of the Grotto of

Lourdcs last year published the following

:

"Warning !

"Every year certain parties endeavor to circulate among
the pilgrims, either by selling or by giving awav in the streets of



A Wat/ting fo J^ilgriins 25

Lourdes, especially near the lioulevard bridge, hooks of Pro-

testant origin, especially The New Testanieiit of our Lord Jesus

Christ. It is our duty to warn the faithful that Catholics are

formally interdicted from reading- such works, or even from

having them in their possession. Notwithstanding the lying

recommendations which figure at the head of these Protestant

editions they are none the less placed upon the Index."

Nothwithstanding this evidence that the Roman Catholic

Church dreads the influence of the reading of the Bible, there is

a marked reaction in favor of it, even in that Church, as is

shown by an article on another page. And that the people arc

reading- it is evident. At the annual meeting of the French

Branch of the British and Foreign Bible Society last spring, the

Secretary, M. Lortsch, stated that the depositories of the society

in Paris alone sold seven hundred and fifty copies of the Bible

e-rery business day during the first six months of the current

year, and that a total of fifteen millions of copies had been dis-

tributed in France by this society. Still, M. Lortsch said, the

colporteurs of the society sufifer real persecution in many coun-

try places. They are sometimes stoned or otherwise wounded

by the mob, are often refused food and shelter at the inns, and

spend many a night in the open fields for want of a better refuge.

The National Anti-Alcoholic Congress of the various

French temperance societies will be held in Paris this month,

and great preparations are being made for it. The President

of the Congress is a former President of the Republic, M. Casi-

mir-Perier, the Minister of Public Instruction. General Gal-

lieni, Governor of ^Madagascar ; the Bishop of Chalons, the

President of the Paris Consistor\- of the Reformed Church,

several Senators and other public men also serve on the com-

mittee. Among other striking illustrations of the profound

interest felt in this subject we learn that the celebrated French

artist, Eugene Burnand, whose painting in this year's Salon,

"Jesus at Bethany." has been greatly admired, has devoted his

genius to this service. He has made a striking poster portraying

the death of an alcoholic patient in a hospital, his wife and chil-

dren at his side. This poster, the fruit of the artist's best powers,

will be posted up all over Paris at the time of the Congress.
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A FEEBLE-MINDED MA.N AND HIS BIBLE

Julius Tostee passed away at the Protestant Hospital of

La Rochelle at the age of seventy-six, in Fel)ruary last. He
was what the country folk call "a simple," but he was endowed
with a most marvelous memory, and the attention of learned

men and of theologians had often been directed towards him.

//(• hncK' ihc whole Bible, Old and Neiv Testament, by

heart, and could recite any verse, if the reference was given,

from any book, as well from the chapters of genealogies as from

the Gospels. He could tell every text from which a pastor

had preached with the date of the sermon. He knew by heart

all the references in the Reference Bible, and could bring

together passages on any subject desired. He knew by heart

all the psalms and hymns of all tlie various editions of the

hymn books published in France, and knew the mimber of

each hymn in each collection.

Tostee loved to repeat the words of the Scriptures and the

hymns so well known, and in the hospital the sick loved to

listen to him as he poured out a continual stream of the treasures

he had stored up. He was always happy and contented, prais-

ing God for all His goodness. Though "a simple," his name
was in the Book of Life, and he loved the Author of the Book he

knew so well, knowing it "by heart" as well as by memory, and

his name will not soon be forgotten at La Rochelle.—P r/r;.s-

Quarterly.

OPEN CONFESSION

S. R. liKOWN.

A } car ago in the month of March Pastor Houter, of Mar-

seilles, gave in our hall, Salle Rivoli, three lectures on Sal-

vation. The text was on the jailer's question, "What shall I

do to be .saved?" Among the hearers was a workingman, Pro-

testant by birth, hatter by trade, who had made shipwreck of

his faith and joined the most violent of the fighting Socialist

clubs in Paris. He heard, believed and was saved. Twelve

months after, almost to a day, that workingman read in our

meeting what we may call a layman's sermon on "How to

become a Christian." Timid, only one year old in the Christian

life, he begged to read, for he was afraid to .'ipeak his testimony.
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Sonic touohiiii;' allusions to llic old folks al lioinr, his first coni-

niunion, the family ]>il)lc, the loss of his faith, kept our audience

in rapt attention. It was short. Then Pastor Foulquier, the

speaker of the evenins^-, threw his seniion overhoard and made

an earnest api)eal for others to decide at once to hecome C hris-

tians, urj^int;- them to stand up and manifest their decision.

Two timid women rose, a youth followed. A praycr-meetin^'

was orj.;anized, and the serious were invited to J^o into our small

side room. 1 oui^lU not to omit that a prayer-meeting' of our

men had preceded tlie meeting.

The youth who g-ave his testimony was an orphan who
for two years has attended our meetings. Jfe has 1)een a trial

of i)atience, hut now he has come right over to God. (.)ne

woman who spoke was a lady. Her little hoy stood with her

holding her hand and wondering what it was all about. The
next Saturday she brought her husband. In a visit I paid her,

she said : "My heart was melted. T felt that I must stand up

for myself and to encourage others."

The other woman told her class on Sunday last that she

had hesitated to confess her desire to be a Christian ; "but now,"

.she said, "I am a sheep of the Good Shepherd, 1 shall not l)e

ashamed anv more."

The Home Missionary Society of the Free Churches of

France (Mission Intcrienrc) proi)Oses an efi'ort to counteract

the ravages made in the faith of the working- people by the elo-

quent atheist and anarchist, Sebastian Faure, who goes from

village to village repeating his lecture, "The Crimes of God."

Their plan is to send in his track an equally eloquent speaker,

a "Protestant Sebastian Faure," to preach to the same peopl-e

the true Gospel. The remarkable hold which Sebastian Faure

gains upon the thinking part of the French peasantry is due

either to the neglect or the ignorance of the country priesthood.

As a rule it is the latter. Full of sympathy with the troubles

of their flock and ready to enter with them into their wants and

woes, a large number of these country priests are yet too igiio-

rant to instruct their people in religious truth, and make no

attempt to do so. The plan is awakening much interest and

large and small contributions are being received.
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HOME DEPARTMENT
AN ANNUAL MEETING WITH NO DISCOURAGEMENTS

The annual meeting of the Utica McAU Auxihary was held

on Monday, April 13th, the very day it was organized nineteen

years ago. A rather striking coincidence occurred in connection

with the meeting. Miss Brown, who has been giving lectures

on Missions before a select Study Class, in the course of her

lectures came upon that interesting chapter in early American

history—French Missions in America. And surely no more

devoted men ever trod these western lands tlian Claude Allouez,

Father Marquette, Father Brebeuf and Father Joynes, and no

men ever suffered more in the cause of the Master they served.

Miss Brown gave this lecture on Monday afternoon from three

to four o'clock, immediately preceding the meeting of the McAU
Auxiliary, which deals with the question of American Missions

to France, or the effort of American Christians to re-seed

France with the Gospel. Nearly the entire class staid to the

McAU meeting, and so increased the attendance.

The meeting was called to order by the President, Mrs. F.

F. EUinwood. Colonel Wm. M. Griffith conducted the religious

exercise and presided over the parliamentary proceedings of the

meeting in the election of officers. The Secretary's report

showed a rapidly growing membership of the Auxiliary, espe-

cially among the Lutheran churches. The Church of the

Augsburg Confession in France is profiting so largely from

the work of the McAU Mission that Lutherans of this country

are awakening to the fact that the best way to advance their

Church in France is to encourage and support the McAU
Mission. The report also showed a full Board of Officers with

ten churches represented and five denominations.

The Treasurer's report showed more money collected than

in any of the preceding fifteen years. A pleasant feature in

connection with the meeting was the appearance of delegates

Mrs. A. D. Morgan and Miss S. E. Heacock, from Ilion, a

towTi near LTtica, in which we hope an active interest may be

started.

The following officers were elected for the ensuing year:

Mrs. F. F. EUinwood, President; Mrs. F. W. Klingensmith,
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Mrs. William 15. Wallace and Mrs. James S. Sherman, Vice-

Presidents; Mrs. S. R. Campbell, Recording Secretary; Mrs.

W. M. (Iriffith, Corresponding Secretary; Mrs. Edward Curran,

Treasurer.

The present is the twentieth year of the existence of the

Utica Auxiliary and will be marked by some event to signalize

its existence and its work. After the address of the Secretary,

the Rev. Dr. Rossiter, the company were invited to an informal

tea, presided over by Mrs. E. Curran, assisted by several young

ladies. Smith College undergraduates.

A WORD WITH THE AUXILIARIES

The year's work is but just opening, and we have, of

course, no news from any Auxiliary. We therefore avail our-

selves of this space for a few words of suggestion. The fact

that we have now no Representative Secretary lays upon every

officer of the Auxiliaries a special burden of responsibility for

the efficient organization of her Society for the year's work.

It is true that we are this winter to have an able and very

delightful speaker from France, the Rev. Henri Merle

d'Aubigne, as already shown on an earlier page. For him we
confidently ask a warm welcome, feeling sure that every Aux-

iliary that receives him will reap great benefit from his visit.

But long before his arrival the Auxiliaries will, we trust, be

actively at work, and it is of course not to be expected that his

few hours or days with each will in any way afifect their plans

for the year's work.

We would urge that these plans shall include

Aggressive Work that extensive distribution of leaflets with

a subscription card which, as we learned at

Hartford, is already practiced by one or two Auxiliaries. It

seems not only right, but a duty, that we should adopt some
of the aggressive methods which business men of wide experi-

ence have found to be worth while. Chief among these, at the

present day, are the personal interview and the printed page.

If insurance companies and other large enterprises find that it

pays them to employ a staf¥ of canvassers who personally solicit

the patronage of individuals, and to send out, as many of them
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do, leaflets by the hundred thousand, there is every reason to

believe that this is the most efficient method of interesting indi-

viduals in any enterprise, whether of business, benevolence, or

missions. And it is certain that in these days of ever new char-

itable and religious enterprises a very active and well consid-

ered aggressive work is necessary, if we are even to hold our

own, much more if we are to enlarge our gifts as the oppor-

tunities in l-'rance demand. The plan that has -i:)roved useful in

one Auxiliary would, with local adaptations, be useful in all.

Miss Harvey told us last spring that one or two Auxiliaries had

tried to make the word AIcAll familiar in every household in the

town by the use of leaflets. The leaflets, admirably adapted for

such an undertaking, will be provided in any amount by the

Board. Let every Auxiliary enlist the services of as many
bright young people as possible to distribute them (with the sub-

scription card) from house to house. Thus a double good may
be achieved. The ]\Iission will be made known to those who
never heard of it, and the young girls to whom w e must event-

ually look to take up our work, when we come to the end of our

service here below, will be brought into active connection with

the Auxiliaries.

Again, we would suggest that the Auxil-

Study Class iaries inaugurate, in one or another form, a

system of regular, careful study of the Mis-

sion and its enviri)nment. There is more than one way of doing

this besides the Study Class, which we are glad to know has

been formed in a few Auxiliaries. Get the churches which have

Mission Study Classes to put France or the IMcAU ]\lission on

their list. Get a woman's club to take up for a winter the study

of religious conditions in France, the program being so arranged

as to include the history, methods and influences of the McAll

Mission. Send to Buffalo for the program of the papers

presented in their ]\IcAll meetings a year or two ago, and get

the four best writers in your Auxiliary to prepare papers on

similar topics. Best of all, inaugurate a Study Class of your

own, not confining it to your own members, but seeking the

attendance not only of every subscriber, but of all women who
are interested in France, whether by reading or by having been

there. Only three responses came to the Editor's ofi^er last year
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to |)rt'i)arc ;i pmi^rain and syllabus for such a clas-,, ami so

small a number hardly warranted the large labor needed in

sucli a work. W'e are j^lad to know that some Auxiliaries have

formed their own study courses. The otil'er already- made, how-

ever, stands !:j(K>d, whenever as many as ten Auxiliaries are dis-

posed to enter seriously upon the study of the Mc.Ml Mission

and the "white lields of iM-ance" in which its most lu']])ful work

is carried on.

TRIBUTE TO A VICE PRESIDENT

In March last, too late for notice in the April Rk(,oud, the

Association and the Philadelphia Auxiliary were called to

mourn the loss of a \alucd and beloved co-worker, Mrs. James

h'. Stone. Identified with the McAll Mission since the founding

of its first Auxiliary in this country, Mrs. Stone has left behind

her a large circle who had learned to know her worth.

Isabel Mcllvainc was born in New York City, where, and

in Brooklyn, she spent her girlhood. In early womanhood she

united with Dr. Storrs's church on {)rofession of faith. Upon
her marriage to Dr. James F. Stone she removed to Philadel-

phia, where she ever afterward lived. She was a charter mem-
ber of the Central Congregational Church, and was active in

all departments of church work, especially in its Missionary

activities. When the McAll Auxiliary was formed in Phila-

delphia she was one of the first to join, and was a manager in

her church. For many years she was a director of the Associa-

tion and at one time its Recording Secretary. Last year she

was elected a \'ice-President, which office she held till her

<leath, on March 13, 1903, of chronic heart disease.

At its April meeting the I»oard adopted a minute of appre-

ciation, and the (General Secretary was asked to convey to the

family the expression of the deep sympathy of all its members.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR PERSONAL ESTATE.
I do give, devise and bequeath to the xA.merican McAll

Association the sum of dollars.

FORM OF BEQUEST FOR REAL ESTATE.
I do give and devise to the American McAll Association

the following described property.
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RECEIPTS OF THE AMERICAN McALL ASSOCIATION FROM
AUXILIARIES AND CHURCHES

Mar( H ijTH TO Ski-

main E, jtl7i).S3

Bath Auxiliary 810 00
Brunswick Auxiliary 8 00
Minnio's Kisl Auxiliary at Olii

Ort hard BoMch 20 OO

Ponliiml Auxiliary 141 8'.!

MASSACHUSETTS, Sl,0:!').7-

Amherst Auxiliary J30 00
Andover " Legacy from Miss
Su^an K. Abbott 100 00

Andover—Jolin F. Kimball ... 5 00
Boston Auxiliary 100 00

Mrs. J V. Fiske .'i 00
Easthampton Auxiliary 20 00
Lowell—Kirk Sireot Church ... 10 OU

Solomon Robitschek . . 8 00
Northampton Auxiliary 'Xi 00
Pittslifld Auxiliary 50 00
Salem " " 284 00
Springfield •' 128 77
Worcester " 156 00
Whitinsville—Edward W-tiitin . . 50 00

Estate of Wm. H.
Whitiii 50 00

RHODE ISLAND, SlSri.OO

Rhode Island Auxiliary 8135 00

CONNECTICUT, $l,9-13..5(i

Bridgeport-Friends in $16 00
Hartford Auxiliary 3«7 06
Meridcu " 155 .50

New Haven " 505 00
New London— Friends in 1st and
2d Coiik'1 Churches 50 00

Norwich Auxiliary 115 OJ
Legacy— Miss Elizabeth

BrinckcrholT VVoodliuU .... 500 00
Windsor Locks Auxiliary .... 205 00

NEW YORK, r>,>37.38

Albany Auxiliary $305 00
Buffalo " 298 00
Brooklyn " 1,082 30

Central Cong'l Church .50 00
New Rocbelle Auxiliary 22 00

New York " 3.767 50
" Through Dr. Rossiter

(New Boat) 80 00
Peekskill—Through Dr. Rossiter . 33 00
Rochester Auxiliary ...... 9(1 80
Rome •' 18 78
Syracuse " 62 00
Troy " 420 Oi)

Utica " 2 00

PENNSYLVANIA, $3,483.56

Easton Auxiliary $141 17

Chester and Vicinity Auxiliary:
Mrs. .1. L. ( rozier .... $50 00
In memory of Mrs. M. A.
Stotesbury 85 00 135 00

TI-MISKK I5TH, 1903

I'ENN SYLVAN IA—Continued
Pitt.'ibnrgand AlU gheny Aux. . . $1,317 30
Philadelphia Auxiliary 1,517 29
Scranton " 61 58
We.st Chester " 52 00
Williamsport ' 18 25
Wilkes-Barrc " 210 97

NEW JERSEY, $2,366.47

Belviderc Auxiliary $10 00
Elizabeth " 9il 47
Morristown " 282 .50

Newark " 105 50
New Brunswick Auxiliary .... 337 50
Orange Auxiliary 704 50
Trenton—In Memory Miss John-
son 5 00

DELAWARE, $325.00

Wilmington Auxiliary $100 OO
Mr. H. A. dii Pont 22 ) 00

MARYLAND, $1,018.50

Baltimore Auxiliary $1 ,018 .50

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, $320.00

Washington Auxiliary $320 OO

MISSOURI, $239,28

St. LouisAuxiliary S2U 28
C. G. Ricker 5 00

OHIO, S515..50

Cincinnati Auxiliary $.55 00
L. A. Blakemore ... 10 00

Cleveland Auxiliary 43ii 50
J. D, Williamson ... 5 00

Oberlin .Auxiliary 15 00

INDIANA, S9.75

Columbia City— 1st Pres. Church $3 7&
Indianapolis "Auxiliary 6 00

ILLINOIS, $625 ."9

Chicago Auxiliary $625 39

MICHIGAN, $231 75

Detroit Auxiliary $166 00
Saginaw " 65 75

MINNESOTA, $123 27

Minneapolis Auxiliary $73 27

St. Paul Auxiliary .50 00

COLORADO, $5.00

Denver- Mrs. John S. Jerome . . $5 00

MISCELLANEOUS
Collection at Annual Meeting,
Hartford $88 25

Collected by Dr. Rossiter for Bonne
Nouvelle . 213 71

General Fund—Sarah M. Whiltet 7 50
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THE McALL MISSION IN FRANCE

:

Founded in 1872 by the late Rev. R. IV. McAll, D.D., F. L. S.

Chtvalitr dt la Legion d'Honneur

kno'wn as the

Mission Populaire RvangeliqtLe de France

OFFICE OF THE MISSION:

j6. Rue Godot de Alauroy, Boulevard de la Madeleine, Paris

Bankers : Mess. MONROE Co., 7, Rue Scribe, Paris

A New Story of the McAll Mission

THE SILENT HIGHWAY
By LOUISE SEYMOUR HOUGHTON

Though very simple, the story is full of

a profoundly human as well as religious

interest. It deserves a place in every Sun-

day-school library, though intended for

and deserving a wider use.

—

Tke Outlook,

The author has a facile pen and a

knowledge of the elements entering into

good story-telling. These, coupled with a

marvelously interesting theme, make astory

which holds the reader's attention to the

close.— The Presbyterian.

It is a work of love and charity, in behalf

of the McAll Mission in France, and is a

beautiful way of doing good. The story

is a pleasant one and is made the means of

bringing out the useful work of the boat

by which the McAll Mission carries a pure

Gospel on the rivers and canals of France.

Every reader of the book will help on the

excellent work of the McAll Mission.

—

The Observer.

The fairness with which the Roman
Catholic situation in rural France is stated

adds great value to this unpretending work.

Indeed, a more pleasing book for a varied

circle of readers it will be hard to find.

—

The Christian Advocate.

A charming narrative of gospel work
among the peasants and artisans of

France. Not since apostolic days has just

such a work been done. The good news
of a free salvation by unpurchased grace
is thus being spread among the millions of

a nominally Christian country. In the

course of these ministrations, the bigoted

priest and the sympathetic cui6, the loqua-

cious atheist and the furious anarchist, the

curious " bourgeoise " and the supersti-

tious " gens de la canipagne " all appear.

It is long since we have read any work so

exalting the Bible as " the power of God
unto salvation." As the incidents are all

from real life, Mrs. Houghton having made
more than one trip upon these mission

boats, it might be w€ll for those who in-

sist that "there is no drunkenness in

France " to read what one sees who goes

freely among the working people. The lit-

tle book is valuable for the family table and

invaluable for the Sunday-school library.

— The Interior.

Price, 50 cents a copy. Postage, eight cents.

May be ordered from the Bureau,

J 7 10 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.


